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the coast. It has fairly lately been chosen as the capital of Alberta, and is 
a university town ; its progress will no doubt be by leaps and bounds. 

Several mining towns might have been mentioned and Fort William 
and Port Arthur, where the western grain is shipped on Lake Superior and 
many others. Lastly, the rise of Prince Rupert, which is to be the western 
terminus of the Grand Trunk Pacific, and of Fort Nelson on Hudson Bay, 
will be watched with interest. The latter place will be connected with 
Liverpool by a steamship line. 

CANADIAN COMMERCE 
By WILLIAM F. GREEN, 

Toronto, Canada 

HE commercial relations of Canada are like the country itself, in the T early stages of development, The opening up and settling of the 
country naturally increases the commerce, and the commercial relations have 
been gradually extended until at  present, nearly all foreign countries are 
included. 

The growth may be seen by making a comparison of the present with 
the last two decades. In 1891 the total exports and imports were $5 million 
dollars. I n  1901, with a population of 5 million, the trade amounted to 
386 million dollars, being $72 per capita. In 1911, with a population of 7 
million, the amount of trade was 169 million dollars, being $107 per head. 
There is then in the last dscade, an increase to nearly twice the volume, 
or an increase of 32 per cent per capita. 

In comparing the exports with the imports at  the beginning and the 
2nd of the last decade, we see there is a difference in the relation. In 1901 
the imports were 190 million, while the exports were 196 million dollars. 
In 1911, however, the exports were 297 million while the imports had reached 
472 million dollars. This large increase of the imports over the exports in- 
dicates, that with the rapid development the demands are greater than the 
production. 

A more detailed examination of the figures will give an idea along 
what lines the production is greater than the demand, and also to what 
branches the large increase in imports is due. A table is given indicating 
the principal divisions and their amounts in round numbers. 

Agriculture, including animals ..... .134 million 58 million 
Fisheries ........................... 15 million 2 million 
Forest .............................. 45 million 12 million 
Manufactures 35 million 310 million 
Mineral ............................ 42 million 44 million 

Exports Imports 

....................... 
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The figures indicate the excess of the supply over demand is mainly 
in agriculture, fisheries, and forest, while the great excess of imports over 
exports is due almost entirely to manufactures. In the case of mines they 
are about equal. The one factor that brings the imports so high in this 
case is the lack of coal. A table giving the chief exports and imports 
in  more detail is shown below : 

Agriculture Exports Imports 

Grain ............................. 49 millions 
Animals (including meats) ........ 18 millions 
Cheese ........................... 20 millions 
Flour ............................. 2 millions 
Fruits ............................ 2 millions 
Fzsheries. 
Salmon, Cod, and Lobsters.. ........ 12 millions 
Forests. 
Lumber _ .  ......................... 36 millions 
Pulp .............................. 6 millions 
Minerals. 
Asbestos .......................... 2 millions 

7 millions 
4 millions 

10  millions 

Coal ............................. 6 millions 30 millions 
Gold, Silver, Copper, and Nickel. . . .  31 millions (coin and bullion) 10 millions 

Manufactures. 
Agricultural implements ........... 5 millions 
Drugs and chemicals ............... 
Iron and steel ..................... 2 millions 
Leather ........................... 2 millions 
Paper ............................ 3 millions 
Cotton and cotton goods .......... 
Wool .............................. 
Sugar and syrups ................. 
Glass ............................. 
Tinware ........................... 

1 million 12 millions 
86 millions 

5 millions 
5 millions 

31 millions 
24 millions 
15 millions 

3 millions 
4 millions 

These statistics indicate the possibility of supporting a larger manufac- 
turing population, and also the establishment of manufacture, since raw 
materials, power facilities, and a good market are close at  hand. 

In examining the trade with the different countries, by far the great- 
est amount is confined to two countries, Great Britain, and United States. 
The exports to Great Britain in 1911 were 136 million, and to  the United 
States 119 million dollars, while the imports were 110 million and 294 
million dollars respectively. This larger trade with the United States is in 
spite of a differential tariff in favor of Britain, thus showing that the dis- 
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patch with which materials may be obtained nearer home more than 
counkrbalances the difference in tariff. 

For the collection and the distribution of the different commodities the 
facilities are increasing. At present the Great Lakes with their connecting 
rivers and canals form a waterway which materially cheapens the cost of 
transportation from the west to the east. In addition, three transcontinental 
railways are built or are under way. The Canadian Pacific already com- 
pleted, the Grand Trunk Pacific under construction, the Canadian Northern 
partly constructed and with extension to both seaboards in view, are the three 
main systems. If, as seems possible, at  the conipletion of these railways the 
time of transportation via Suez from Australia and New Zealand to their 
market in Britain, is materially reduced via America, Canada may become a 
highway of commerce, and her trade with the east be greatly increased. 

THE MINERAL INDUSTRIES OF CANADA 
By H. C. COOKE, 

Geological Survey, Ottawa 

HE mineral production of Canada is small compared with that of the T United States, Britain, Germany, and other great producers of 
minerals. Large areas of the wilder parts of the country whose geology is 
such as to indicate the probability of the occurrence in them of valuable de- 
posits, remain unprospected and even almost unexplored; hence it is prob- 
able that discoveries will continue to be made as exploration -proceeds for 
a long time in the future. The search for minerals is now being vigorously 
prosecuted ; the hardy prospector is every summer pushing farther back into 
the wilds, through northern Ontario and Quebec, even into Labrador on 
the east side of Hudson’s Bay, and on the west side into the country as far 
west as Great Bear Lake. Prospecting in British Columbia and western 
Alberta is equally vigorous. As a result, almost every summer of recent 
years has Seen the discovery and opening up of a new mining district, and 
the wider exploration of the older ones. The effects of this exploration are 
seen more clearly on turning t o  the reports of mineral production for the 
past few years; the total mineral production of Canada for 1904 amounted 
only to about sixty millions of dollars, while that of 1912 was over one 
hundred and thirty-three millions, an increase in eight years of more than 
120 per cent. 

In the importance of its mineral production Ontario takes precedence 
over the other provinces. This position is mainly due to the great quantities 
of silver now being taken from the rich Cobalt field, and to the nickel de- 
posits of almost equal value in the district around Sudbury. The manu- 
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